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Dear colleagues,

It  is  a  great  pleasure  and  honor  for  the  General  State  Archives  (GSA)  to 
participate to the project “Building an Expert Network for Promotion of Archives in 
Schools on the Balkan Region States” in the context of which we will   present our 
activities on this field and we will inaugurate a significant network of communication 
and collaboration through this project. 

 Since their foundation in 1914, the GSA offer the most in the preservation of 
the historical memory and the projection of the archival wealth of the country, they 
promote  historical  research  and  contribute  substantially  to  the  safeguarding, 
utilization and dissemination of the content of the historical sources they possess.  
Nowadays,  making use of  the possibilities  modern technologies offer  and having 
digitized a great part of their archival items, they project the archival wealth of the 
country and promote the historical research via internet. This fact leads to a bigger  
extroversion of the Service and to the search for new means of communication with 
the citizens, the researchers and the scientific community. 

In the context of their activities, GSA, being a national archival vehicle and a 
bridge  of  communication  and  dialogue,  organize  programmes  of  educational 
procedures to which we will refer afterwards, starting from the Central Service and 
then the specific activities of the regional branches. 

I. CENTRAL SERVICE

Schools’ Training

The  General Index Department of the GSA Central Service (http://www.gak.gr ) at 
first and then the Organization and Studies Department  in collaboration with the previous 
one as well as the Conservation and Reproduction Department are systematically occupied 
with issues of pupils’ and, especially, students’ training. 

From 2004 (when the Service was transferred to the new building in Psychiko) up to day: 

A. As  far  as  Higher  Education is  concerned,  113  students  have  been  trained  in 
apprenticeship programmes for a period of time that ranges from fifteen days to six 
months on matters of preventive preservation and filing, as well as classification and 
indexing. During the apprenticeship, students are supervised on a regular basis and 
subsequently are evaluated by the Department personnel.  

The collaborating institutions are:   

Ionion University (Corfu)

http://www.gak.gr/


Technological Educational Institution Of Athens- Department of Librarianship and 
Information Systems

University of Athens

University of Ioannina

University of Thessaly

Panteion University (Athens)

B. As far as Secondary Education is concerned, services of educational tour have been 
offered to hundreds of pupils in the archival Service. It is usually preceded by a short  
introductory speech and a video on the subject of the archival service. Pupils mainly 
come from schools of  the region of  Athens.  Greater attendance of  pupils  occurs 
when periodic exhibitions of archival documents are organized in the Service and it 
is always realized on the initiative of teachers.

C. The  related  activities  of  GSA  Central  Service  are  systematically  reflected  on  the 
Service website and in particular on the sections of Activities and Student’s Training 
(http://www.gak.gr/frontoffice/portal.asp?cpage=NODE&cnode=33&clang=1 ). 
There is going to be given particular emphasis on these sections in the context of the 
planned upgrading of the website (special visitors’ form) as well as the Newsletter 
that is in a planning stage.  

II. DEPARTMENTAL ARCHIVES OF EUBOEA: A CASE STUDY

“Back to School! Educational projects of the GSA – departmental Archives of Euboea”

Of  particular  importance  among  the  activities  carried  out  by  archival 
institutions  are  those  relating  to  the  use  of  archival  material  in  the  educational  
process.  At the same time,  this  role also serves a series of  goals  intrinsic  to the 
educational  process itself.  In  order to learn to think in historical  terms,  students 
need to become familiar with the methods of history as a discipline. Using archival 
material is ideal for this purpose. 

The  educational  programmes  run  by  the  General  State  Archives  – 
Departmental Archives of Euboea have been developed within this overall general  
context. They are aimed at pupils and students from all levels of education and are 
adapted to both students’ ages and skills. They cover various subject areas, activities, 
workshops with relevant publications available. They are also accompanied by small-
scale  exhibitions  of  archival  material  -which  frequently  travel  around-  as  well  as 
multimedia, hypermedia and web applications which students themselves can use to 
create new content. Some applications are also available for other target groups. 
Certain educational programmes are developed to order depending on the specific 

http://www.gak.gr/frontoffice/portal.asp?cpage=NODE&cnode=33&clang=1


needs of individual schools. The educational programmes run by the GSA of Euboea 
also  include  seminars  and  workshops  for  teachers  in  primary  and  secondary 
education. 

Changes in modern technology have allowed us to present material to people 
in a more appealing and exciting way that makes the individual feel like they are a  
part of the whole Archive experience. 

Instead of being a stranger to something that they may or may not know a 
great deal about, now we can allow them to discover the Archives in their own time 
and in a way that they recognise and can adapt to comfortably. Not only does this 
present a familiar and realistic environment for them should they then choose to 
visit, but for those who have been before, we allow them the opportunity to explore 
all aspects of how we work and where to find the things they may otherwise have 
overlooked, or even didn't know were accessible.

The next generation of people, who aim to discover the Archives, they will be 
familiar  with  such  visual  content  and  will  expect  to  have  more  intuitive  control 
within anything new they wish to learn about.  This usually encourages their own 
sense of discovery and will often lead to other avenues of thought to pursue within 
the selective field chosen, rather than having them just narrowly focus on one area 
of the Archives and miss out on so much other relevant content.

Games,  puzzles  and quizzes  are  also  something  that  can  be combined to 
present  information  in  a  more modern  way that  entertains  and informs  people, 
whilst also provides valuable educational material. 

The educational projects of the GSA of Euboea are based on the international 
experience relating to the educational role of Archives and the methods of teaching 
history.

The main educational programmes offered by the Departmental Archives of 
Euboea are: 

 Introducing students to documents and archives
 In search of the lost city
 Hunting for the Lost Story
 Summer in Euripos: Entertainment in Chalkis
 The City and its Streets
 Puzzle
 Window to the Past
 Making my own Story
 Timeline
 Carnival Time



 Migrants, Refugees and Social Exclusion
 Chalkis in the Wartime (1940-1941)
 The World and Us. 

All  educational  programmes run by the Departmental  Archives  of  Euboea 
cited have been developed and are implemented by the Archive’s staff using their 
own know-how and equipment and the cost of such programmes is met from the 
regular budget of the GSA-Departmental Archives of Euboea.

Contact details:

Dr. Marietta Minotos, 

Director of GSA, Greece 

61 Daphnis Str. 15452 Psychiko

T. +30210-6782222

F. +30210-6782215

E-mail: director@gak.gr

Kallia Chatzigianni

Archivist - Ph.D. in modern history

Head of GSA - Departmental Archives of Euboea

5 Tzavela Str. - 34100 Chalkis - Greece

Landline telephone: 0030 22210 85295

Mobile: 0030 6957212258

URL: gak.eyv.sch.gr

E-mail: mail@gak.eyv.sch.gr  & kallia1_xa@yahoo.com 

mailto:kallia1_xa@yahoo.com
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APPENDIX – Photos

External view of the Central Service in Athens, Greece



View of the repositories





Visits from schools at the Central Service during 2011

Departmental Archives of Euboea
Introducing students to documents and archives







 

Working with documents






















